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Lebanon: restoring dialogue between communities 
The ideal of the Lebanese association OffreJoie [Bring joy] can be summed up in three words: forgiveness, respect and love. In a country damaged by numerous conflicts and where more than 17 communities live together, the association is a real bridge between Lebanese. It brings together young people of different confessions and regions through activities that rally them together and provide social benefits.
Created during the Lebanon war in 1985, the association's objective is to bring together the Lebanese family and restore the links between the country's several confessions and regions. Through all of its actions, OffreJoie encourages young Lebanese to become aware of the importance of being involved with their families and communities. Through their actions to rehabilitate and maintain shared spaces, they contribute to improving living conditions in Lebanon.
Today there is a network of nearly 300 young volunteers aged between 18 and 30 on which the organisation relies to conduct its actions with the residents of disadvantaged areas. Furthermore, the projects are entirely designed and managed by the young people based on the needs they identify. OffreJoie is currently working on a project to create community centres and centres for minors in trouble with the law.
A country of several communities
The population of Lebanon is estimated at four million inhabitants and represents a mosaic of confessions and communities, 17 of which are officially recognised. The twelve Christian confessions are Eastern churches, some of which are affiliated with Rome (the largest church, that of the Maronites, followed by Greek Catholic, Armenian Catholic, Syriac Catholic and Chaldean Catholic) whilst others do not recognise the authority of the pope (Greek Orthodox, Armenian Orthodox, Chaldean Orthodox and Syriac Monophysite). There are also Roman Catholics and Protestants. Muslims, who are larger in number since the Palestinians arrived, are divided between Sunni and Shiites, to which are added the Syncretic, Alaouite and Druze communities. There is also a very small Jewish minority. Finally, in 1994, the Coptic community was officially recognised as the eighteenth official community.
                                     
 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.asmae.fr/files/u1666/evenement_pr_la_paix.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


             
                                     Photos: OffreJoie
From 1975 to 1999 Lebanon saw a conflict which was both national and international. This conflict was partly based on the multi-confessional character of the country, opposing the communities against each other, thus damaging and often destroying the links between communities. The Lebanese political system is therefore organised proportionally according to the weight of the different religious communities. In Lebanon, every person is defined according to the community to which he/she belongs. 
In a country with strong community resonances, OffreJoie is one of the few structures to give young people the opportunity to be socially involved without political or religious beliefs.
The partnership with Asmae
Every year, about 10 free camps are organized for the children of disadvantaged families as well as restoration projects for schools, neighborhoods, or prisons. OffreJoie has also opened several reception centers in Beirut and Tripoli, among others, and regularly organizes events to bring people together such as a children's party, a clothing collection, neighborhood activities, commemorative events, etc.
Asmae (Association sœur Emmanuelle) has been a partner of the Association since 1993. It provides support for its infrastructure - organization, data processing, program direction, and search for financing - and participates in its activities by financing camps and regular volunteers sent as an international solidarity project. These encounters promote cultural exchange and diversity between Lebanese and French in the spirit of the Association.
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