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Family support is the key for encouraging the schooling of Madagascan children

Stéphanie Hogrel is an Asmae (Association sœur Emmanuelle) volunteer. Her assignment is to support the staff of the Madagascan Hardi Association in implementing regular follow-up of the families in their care. Her objective is to encourage long-term schooling of children.
A partner association: Hardi
Hardi is an association established by Madagascan students in 1993 to help the population carry out their initiatives. The Association developed a school project in Antananarivo for children experiencing difficulties. The help for the children is based on their age, situation, and level. They attend a class for reading and writing, a refresher class, or school support for those who are in a normal school cycle. Hardi currently looks after 220 children.

One objective is long-term schooling of children
	
	The children come from disadvantaged families of the capital’s destitute neighborhoods. Many of them live under very difficult conditions, and their families ask them to help by earning a little money. They then run into problems attending the classes offered by the Association. In this precarious situation, however, the parents do not always see the education of their children as a priority in the face of the daily problems of family survival. Follow-up of families is therefore essential for encouraging the ongoing schooling of children.


Supporting staff in following families
The Hardi team consists of an educational manager and five teachers, one of whom is responsible for following families. She has regular discussions with the families whose children attend the Hardi Association classes. In cooperation with the Asmae volunteer, she makes home visits to establish a link with the families and become acquainted with their history through doing a social survey. Each child thus has a "life diary." This gives the teachers a long-term view of the child's progress in both schooling and development and of the family's situation.
The relationship maintained with the families of the children promotes understanding of the child's behavior and family dynamics and expands the ability of the teachers to help. This close-contact support aims to encourage parents to be involved in monitoring the schooling of their children and thus deal with the problem of school dropouts.
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